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Happy New Year! Hope you all have had a happy holiday season and are ready to think
about new ideas for your garden this spring.

Tasks and tips from the Missouri Botanical Garden this month are largely about indoor
plants. One of those tips includes keeping leaves of houseplants free from dust so they
get the most light. With lower humidity levels during the winter, the use of pebble trays,
a humidifier and putting plants closer together may help to increase moisture levels.

New houseplants should be quarantined and inspected carefully before integrating into
existing plants. Remove flowers from amaryllis after they have bloomed and put the
leaves in a sunny spot. Soil should be kept evenly moist and plants can be given a
general purpose fertilizer.

Evenly water plants with tepid water. Uneven watering can lead to oedema, and
watering with cold water can shock the plant. Since harsh chemicals in tap water can
harm some plants (most notably spider plants, dracaenas, calatheas, and peace lilies),
it is a good idea to water with distill or filtered water. An alternative is to let tap water sit
for about 24 hours to let chemicals dissipate.

Check occasionally for common pests such as aphids, spider mites, scale, mealybugs,
whiteflies, thrips and fungus and treat plants when necessary.

What is on the horizon for gardeners this year? The University of Minnesota

Extension has a short article entitled Sustainable gardening trends for 2026. While it
may be specific to Minnesota, it may have some utility here, as well. You can find it at:
https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/sustainable-gardening-trends-2026

Another trend article, 2026 trends in garden design, is available from Garden Design.
You can find it here:
https://www.gardendesign.com/trends/2026.html?utm_source=article-newsletter&utm_m
edium=email&utm_campaign=trends-jewel-tone-1-1-26

While you are planning your garden for this spring also check out Garden Design’s
article titted 27 small evergreen shrubs for low-maintenance color. It can be found here:
https://www.gardendesign.com/shrubs/small-evergreen.html?utm_source=article-newsle
tter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=elf-12-18-25
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